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 Letter dated 19 February 2019 from the Permanent Representative 

of Cyprus to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary General 
 

 

 Upon instructions from my Government, I enclose herewith two documents 

detailing the violations of Cyprus’s national airspace and the infringements of 

international air traffic regulations in Cyprus’s flight information region (see annex I) 

and the illegal use of closed ports and airports in Cyprus by Turkey (see annex II) during 

the month of December 2018.* 

 This persistent policy of violating international law and breaching international 

rules and regulations is a constant threat to international peace and security, 

negatively impacts regional stability, jeopardizes the safety of international civil 

aviation, creates difficulties for air traffic over Cyprus and prevents the creation of an 

enabling environment in which to conduct the Cyprus peace process.  

 Turkey continues to systematically harass civilian and military aircraft within 

the Nicosia flight information region via radio calls, while, during the same period, 

the regime installed by the occupying Power in the area of Cyprus that it occupies 

illegally issued two notices to airmen relating to exercises conducted by the Turkish 

Air Force. Additionally, Turkish commercial aircraft systematically use the Tympou 

airport, which continues to operate illegally following the closure by the Cyprus 

Government of all ports of entry in the areas where it does not exercise effective 

control. 

 The said actions of Turkey, which has continued to occupy the northern part of 

the Republic of Cyprus since 1974, are clearly aimed at undermining Cyprus ’s 

sovereignty, consolidating the ongoing de facto division and upgrading the 

secessionist entity’s status by claiming a purported airspace over the occupied 

territory of the Republic. In this respect, I would like to underline that there is only 

one Cypriot State, which is the Republic of Cyprus, as stipulated also in various 

Security Council resolutions (particularly resolutions 541 (1983) and 550 (1984)), in 

which the Council declared legally invalid the purported secession of part of Cyprus.  

 On behalf of my Government, I strongly protest the continuing violations of the 

national airspace and the territorial waters of Cyprus by Turkey, as well as the 

infringements by the latter of international air traffic regulations, and appeal for their 

immediate cessation. 

 

 * The annexes are being circulated in the language of submission only.  

https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/541%20(1983)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/550%20(1984)
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 The Republic of Cyprus reiterates, in this respect, its call for all States to respect 

Security Council resolutions and adhere to the principles of sovereignty and 

non-interference enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations.  

 Finally, I would like to urge Turkey and the Turkish Cypriot community to 

contribute to a meaningful resumption of the peace process, instead of focusing on 

undermining the sovereignty of the Republic of Cyprus and promoting Cyprus’s 

partition through the creation of facts on the ground and the consolidation of the status 

quo, including by seeking to politically upgrade the secessionist entity.  

 I should be grateful if you would circulate the present letter and its annexes as a 

document of the General Assembly, under agenda item 45, and of the Security Council. 

 

 

(Signed) Kornelios S. Korneliou 
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  Annex I to the letter dated 19 February 2019 from the 

Permanent Representative of Cyprus to the United Nations, 

addressed to the Secretary-General 
 

 

  Air violations 
 

Date Time Nature of violation 

   3 December 0940–1139 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia flight information region 

(FIR) without diplomatic permit and without contacting the Nicosia 

area control centre (ACC) 

 1010–1318 One E-7T Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1535–1608 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

6 December 1047–1250 One Turkish military helicopter infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

7 December 0825–1205 One E-7T Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1025–1043 One S-70 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1145–1315 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1400–1542 One B-350 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

8 December 0948–1020 One B-350 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

10 December 1600–1617 One C-130 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic 

of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

12 December 0915–1130 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 
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Date Time Nature of violation 

    1030–1050 One C-130 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic 

of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1200–1308 One B-350 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

13 December 1319–1459 One B-350 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

15 December 1244–1327  One C-160 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 2000–2037 One C-160 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

17 December 0831–1008 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

18 December 1106–1215 Two F-16 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1856–1925 Two F-16 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air t raffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

19 December 1125–1303 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

20 December 0834–1458 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 0859–0906 Two F-16 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC. 

 1001–1034 Four F-16 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1005–1025 Two F-16 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 
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Date Time Nature of violation 

    1010–1027 Four F-16 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1015–1048 Two F-16 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1113–1133 One A-400 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic 

of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1315–1352 Four F-16 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1330–1353 Two F-16 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1350–1400 One A-400 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic 

of Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of 

the Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

21 December 1603–1609 Two F-16 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

22 December 0909–0944 One B-350 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1149–1219 One C-130 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1825–1903 One C-130 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

24 December 1409–1416 Four F-16 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

25 December 1236–1444 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1243–1419 Two F-16 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 
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Date Time Nature of violation 

    1313–1419 Two F-16 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air traffic 

regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic permit 

and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

27 December 1000–1025 One CN-235 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1036–1130 One Turkish military helicopter infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1610–1750 One Turkish military helicopter infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

 1641–1750 One Turkish military helicopter infringed international air traffic 

regulations and violated the national airspace of the Republic of 

Cyprus by entering the Nicosia FIR and the national airspace of the 

Republic of Cyprus without diplomatic permit and without 

contacting the Nicosia ACC 

28 December 1440–1545 One B-350 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 

29 December 1040–1117 One B-350 Turkish military aircraft infringed international air 

traffic regulations by entering the Nicosia FIR without diplomatic 

permit and without contacting the Nicosia ACC 
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  Annex II to the letter dated 19 February 2019 from the 

Permanent Representative of Cyprus to the United Nations, 

addressed to the Secretary-General 
 

 

  Naval violations 
 

Dates Nature of violation 

  1–15 December One P-331 Turkish missile vessel violated the territorial waters of the 

Republic of Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Famagusta while 

participating in a naval operation of the occupation forces  

15–21 December One P-348 Turkish missile vessel violated the territorial waters of the 

Republic of Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Famagusta while 

participating in a naval operation of the occupation forces 

17–19 December One A-1600 Turkish vessel violated the territorial waters of the Republic of 

Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Famagusta  

22–23 December One P-348 Turkish missile vessel violated the territorial waters of the 

Republic of Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Famagusta while 

participating in a naval operation of the occupation forces  

22–23 December One A-1600 Turkish vessel violated the territorial waters of the Republic of 

Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Famagusta  

30 December  One P-348 Turkish missile vessel violated the territorial waters of the 

Republic of Cyprus and illegally used the closed port of Famagusta while 

participating in a naval operation of the occupation forces 

 


